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Michael A. Salter explores issues of consumerism in various ways. He creates robots of various
shapes and sizes, called Styrobots, which are made of polystyrene packing pieces puzzled together.
His, Styrobots, are informed by Minimalism, Sci-Fi, Duchamp, toys, and character design. Salter uses
the polystyrene found in computer, toys or electrical appliances boxes. The combination of the various
pieces results in huge installations-or miniature sculptures thus creating a playful and unsettling
experience while commenting on waste, the re-use of discarded material, and our uneasy relationship
technology. The object itself can appear intriguing and beautiful. At first it appears to be a friendly
machine, yet after close inspection it nevertheless reveals a more alarming reality. The polystyrene
robot becomes a fearsome symbol of human consuming folly that is set to destroy mankind. A
collaboration between Think.21 Gallery and Michael A. Salter has resulted in the offering of aluminum
cast version Styrobots, each unique, each site specific, and each commissioned.
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